The New Trends In

Home Building

Home building design is a constantly changing concept. As our
lifestyles change, so do the homes we choose to build. After
all, when families bought themselves their first black and white
television, they hardly would have envisaged that many modern
homes would now have a room dedicated to home theatre systems.

Sowhat are the latest trends in home design? Cammalina Smith from Pitarc Homes, a prestige
bullding company whose main markat iz business and well-astablished professionals, says
the biggest factor cumently affecting homes is block sizes.

“We have =een blocks become much smaller and as a rasult clisnts are being smartar about
hiow 1o Uikt and madmiss the use of thelr DIock,” Mrs Smith explained.
hArs Smith said smaller block sizes and unusual dimensions have resulted in many new home
bulldars reducing garden spacs and utiising the majarty of the block for thelr house spacs.
Homes are also baing DUl with fewer bedroomis DUt with more rorm for storage,

"Peaple are starting o forgo that fourth raom for three bedrooms instead so that they have
blgger rooms and more space for roles and storage,” Mrs Smith sald.

“The rmain room fands 1o have a his and her walk in wardoba, Some clients put walkl in robes in

every room and others anly hawe them in the main badroom with bult in robes inthe other roomes."

Bedrooms aren't the only aneas of the home changing o sult storage dermands. Thers iz
also an increasing focus on kitchens with most people requesting spacicus kitchens with
Iots of storage space, walk in pantrizs and fashionable islands that ook more like fumiture
than kitchan cabinstry.

A lat of clients want a bigger pantry, freestanding ovens and island benches which are fast
becoming the multipurpose breakfast bar,” Mrs Smith said. "Paople ara spending 2 1ot of time
in the kitchen so they ars looking for space and comfor.”

Formal lounge and dining rooms are also bacoming a thing of the past, with theatre rocoms
making thelr mark in new homes. Options such as in-built speakers and sumound sound,
means your theatre room could become the real cinama axpsariance,

"I dan't think wea have done one houss in the past year without a theatra room,” she said.

‘They are Kitted out with all tha latest gadgets including surmound scund and wall speakars.
‘Homas ars being built with entsrtainment in mind.”

The alfiesco s now the essential outdoor living area and is being designed to feel mare like
an extansion of the main homea. The aiffesco is bacoming a prime entertaining area and often
cortains built in kitchens and batecues for a mare sophisticated outdoor cooking expeariencsa.
*Paople are putling In Kitchens, sinks, ovans, barbecuss, pizza ovens and even their own buit
In bar® Mrs Smith agreed. "They forward plan where they're going to put everything before
the house is evan bullt.”

Advancing technology 15 also Impacting on horme designs. Many modem hormes are Being
desigred as 'smart homes' with wirsless networks and advancad home securtty systems,
‘Thay comea to us upfront and gat us to install Star-serve systems which includa built-in
intercoms, securty cameras and wirskess irtemet systems in every room,” Mrs Smith said.
Mew home bullders are also congsidering the rangs of green options available when choosing
which material or appliances to use whethner it's tha type of wood used in floorboards or the
type of paint usad on walls and callings.

"We have a number of clisnts who usa greenar options and a repeat client who s guite eco,”
she said.



